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PARASHAT VAYIGASH

26 December 2009
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Hanging
On

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
SEC Jerusalem

The latest statistics
about Jewish life in the
Diaspora is not an en-
couraging one. In spite
of massive projects to
insure Jewish continuity
the statistics are rather
gloomy. The rates of in-
termarriage and assimi-
lation are on the rise and
hover anywhere be-
tween 50-70% depend-
ing on the community.
Professor Sergio Della
Pergola, one of the fore-
most scholars in Jewish
demographics at the He-
brew University states,
"Assimilation is running
wild in the USA and
Europe. For example,
the most recent survey
in the United States
showed that 56% of the
Jews who were born
Jewish intermarried. The
Jewish population world-
wide has been at zero
growth for the past 20-
25 years."

The problem is an age
old one. In fact we can
trace its roots in this
week's Torah portion of
"Vayigash". In the
Parasha we read about
Jacob and his family
moving from the Land of
Israel to Egypt. This is
immediately after Jo-
seph, Jacob's long lost
son, reveals himself to
his brothers who in turn
communicate the news

to their father Jacob. He
picks up the family and
travels to Egypt to be
with his son Joseph thus
beginning the first Jew-
ish exile. Our Rabbis
explain that it becomes
the prototype of all future
exiles. Through this ex-
ile, they explain, we can
learn what exile means
for the Jewish nation
and how we must pre-
pare for it.

During the trip to Egypt
we read the following,
"And Jacob traveled with
all that he had and ar-
rived at Beer Sheba
where he offered sacri-
fices to the G-d of his
father Isaac. And G-d
said to Jacob in a vision
during the night, Jacob,
Jacob. And he re-
sponded here | am. And
G-d said, do not fear go-
ing down to Egypt for
there | will turn you into

(Continned on page 2)

Prayer Schedule

EREV SHABBAT
PARASHAT VAYIGASH
Friday, December 25h
Minhah & Arbit 4:30 pm
Candle Lighting 4:32 pm

Saturday, December 26th
Shaharit 8:30 am
Minhah & Arbit 4:00 pm
Motzei Shabbat 5:36 pm

WEEKDAYS

Sunday, December 271th
Shaharit 7:30 am

Talmud Torah
Winter Break

Mon.-Thurs., Dec. 28-31
Shaharit 6:30 am

EREV SHABBAT
PARASHAT VAYEKHI
Friday, January 1st
Minhah & Arbit 4:35 pm
Candle Lighting 4:36 pm



(Continued from page 1)

a mighty nation (Bereshit
45:28-46:1-3).

In these few verses our
Rabbis gleaned many
insights into the question
of the Jewish nation liv-
ing in a foreign place.
One question is why
does G-d have to assure
Jacob not to be fearful?
What did Jacob have to
fear in Egypt? After all
his grandfather Abraham
sojourned to Egypt and
came back alive and
well. In fact Abraham re-
turned a wealthy man.

The "Netziv" in his com-
mentary entitled "Emek
Davar" explains that
Jacob's fear was that in
Egypt his family would
assimilate. In the Land of
Israel he knew that he
could look after the reli-
gious and spiritual needs
of his family. But in Egypt
the exposure to a foreign
culture that had little
value for Jewish tradition
posed a great threat to
Jacob and his family.

It is interesting that when
G-d appears to Jacob he
calls out to him twice us-
ing the name "Jacob,
Jacob". This is quite
shocking in light of G-d's
own words to Jacob ear-
lier, "And G-d said to him
your name will no longer
be Jacob. Rather your
name will be Yisrael and
he was given the name
Yisrael" (35:10). The
change of Jacob's name
to Yisrael was also com-
municated to him at the

conclusion of the fight
he had with the mysteri-
ous man on his way
back to greet his brother
Esav. There, once
again, the Torah states,
"And he (the angel) said
your name will no longer
be Jacob but Yisrael.
For you have fought
with G-d and with men
and prevailed" (Bereshit
32:29).

Why would G-d revert
back to the name Jacob
as he journeys to Egypt
when that name was
changed long ago? Is
there any significance to
the fact that when he
lives in Israel he is
named Yisrael and
when he travels outside
of the land he is referred
to as "Jacob"?

| suggest that Yisrael,
as the verse indicates,
means to not only strug-
gle but to prevail. The
name Yisrael suggests
victory. History has
shown that during two
thousand years of exile
in foreign lands the Jew-
ish people have at best
have "hung on". Yes
there were Golden Ages
and times of great
scholarship and growth.
But they all met tragic
fates.

Professor Della Pergola
in an interview with the
SEC in Jerusalem
states, "During the Ro-
man Empire the Jews
numbered some 5 mil-
lion. By all counts just
according to natural
growth there should be
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some 450 million Jews
today and yet there are
just over ten million. The
loss of Jews is enormous.
There should be 40 million
Jews in America if you
calculated the emigrations
and there are maybe five".

Indeed Jewish life in the
Diaspora was always one
of survival. Too many
Jews were lost to perse-
cution and assimilation.
We could hardly use the
word victory to describe
life in the Diaspora. It is
for this reason that G-d
addresses Jacob with the
name Jacob and not Yis-
rael. Yisrael means to
fight and be victorious.

That cannot be the name
of Jacob as he ventures
into the unknown waters
of exile. The name he is
called by as he prepares
for exile is "Yaacob",
which means the heel. It
was given to him because
at birth he was hanging on
to Esav's heel. It reflects
the reality of the Jewish
nation in exile. It is not a
battle that can be won but
rather a challenge to just
"hang on".

So how do we hang on?
Professor Della Pergola
suggests, "But the em-
phasis in the fight against
assimilation has to be
placed on education, and
on relevancy: we must
show that it is worthwhile
to be a Jew. People seek
meaning; we have the op-
portunity to attract many
"seekers" or "searchers",
those who are looking for
a new and deeper mean-
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ing of Judaism."

This message we can
also trace all the way back
to our forefather Jacob.
As he approaches the
Egyptian border we are
told, "And he sent his son
Yehudah before him to
Joseph, to show the way
before him in Goshen"
(Bereshit 46:28).

Bothered why Jacob felt it
necessary to send his son
Yehudah ahead, Rashi
comments, "He sent him
ahead in order to estab-
lish a house of Torah
study to educate (the fam-
ily)" (Rashi Bereshit
46:28). The very first thing
Jacob does before he ar-
rives in Egypt with his
family, is establish a
school so that he can in-
sure that his children and
grandchildren be taught
that "it is worthwhile to be
aJew".

The message could not
be more relevant for our
times. If we are to insure
Jewish survival and to do
more than just "hang on"
then we must take the
lead of Jacob and realize
that it all starts with Jew-
ish Education.

Wishing you all a
Shabbat Shalom

Shabbat
Shalom




In
Memoriam

It is customary to light a me-
morial candle in the evening
and donate tzedakah. Family
members are encouraged to
attend services in honor of
their loved ones.

Shabbat / 9 Tevet
Yehezkel ben Yaacov Azoori

Sunday / 10 Tevet
Shalom ben Menashe
Kamara®
Haim Baruch ben Shalom
Mingail*

Wednesday / 13 Tevet
Moshe ben Yonah
Ester bat Gazala
Fortuna bat Suzan

Thursday / 14 Tevet
Yoseph ben ltzhak

Shabbat / 16 Tevet
Khasnah bat Rahel

Abid ben Nissim

Yahrzeit names with asterisks
are missing contact phone
numbers and addresses for
family members. To update the
database, please call the office
at 310.474.0559.

Community News

SHABBAT
KIDDUSH

is sponsored in honor of
the marriage of

Sandi & David Salehani

Congratulations to their parents
Mzr. Rahim Salehani and
Mzr. & Mrs. Banishahi

SEUDAT
SHLISHEET

is co-sponsored
in memory of

Leah bat Aziz Khalili, 2"l

by
Behrouz Eliassi & Family
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Refuah Shlemah

Please include these individuals
in your prayers for healing:

Yonatan ben Alizah = Mazal Tov
bat Sulha Mitana = Matilda Louisa
= Yaheskel ben Regina = Ayala bat
Naomi = Khayah Noa bat Sara -
Haim ben Mordechai = Pnina bat
Esther = Yosi ben Esther = Victor
ben Latif = Ramah Regina bat
Farha = Aziza bat Sara

SEUDAT
SHLISHEET

is co-sponsored by

The Mangoli Family

in memory of
David Bashi ben Pinhas Mangoli

7’1

Announcements

Spice Club for
Haftara Readers

Wouldn’t you like to chant
from the Torah? Reserve your
haftara portion at310.474.0559.
Schedule time with Saeed &
learn your haftara with authen-
tic Baghdadi ta'amim, Iraqi
melodies for Torah reading.

tions to:

Send Us Your Ideas

For the betterment of
our service to the com-
munity at Kahal Joseph,
please forward your
comments and sugges-

president@kahal.org



MITZVOT ON SHABBAT

We now offer for donation the following Mitzvot on Shabbat:

1. Petichat Hechal The opening of the ark where the Torahs are kept.
2. Carrying of the Sefer Torah and Sefer Haftara

3. Hakamat Sefer The lifting and showing of the Torah.

4. Mashlim* The seventh aliya to the Torah who recites Kaddish

5. Maftir* The last aliya to the Torah which includes the reading of the Haftara (which will
be read by one of the clergy unless member reading has been previously approved)

Since we count on your donations to the synagogue to keep our membership fees as low as
they are, we suggest a minimum donation for all those who are called to the Torah of $126
or multiples of $18 or $26. We appreciate your support.

*Paid members may call the office to book the Mashlim or Maftir in advance, in memory of a departed rela-
tive. You will receive confirmation before Shabbat if you will receive the aliya or if there is a conflict. The
member may also reserve any other aliya in advance by calling the office.

Non-members who are interested in aliyot should contact Sarah in the office to determine availability. Please
call 310.474.0559 between 11 and 4, Monday through Thursday.

Poetry by Yehuda HalLevi : The Seventh Day

Forget not the day of the Sabbath,

Its mention is like a pleasant offering.
During it the dove found resting place,

And there the weary may relax.

The day is honored by the Children of Faith,
Careful to observe it are fathers and sons.

Engraved upon two tablets of stone,

From great power and mighty strength.

And they all came in Covenant together,

In unison they said, "We shall do and we shall listen."
And they commenced and answered, "God is One,"
Blessed is He that gives strength to the weary.

He spoke in His holiness by the mountain of Mohr spice
"Remember and guard the seventh day."

And all of his commandments to be completed together
Strengthen the loins and gather up power.

The nation that is in motion, like lost sheep,

By covenant He will remember to recall it,

So that an evil happening may not befall them,

Just as You have sworn by the waters of Noah.




