
Just Do It 
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch 
SEC Jerusalem 
 
I am not one for catchy 
clichés, because often 
times they sound nice 
but they are fraught with 
vague meaning. One 
however that I always 
found amusing was 
Nike's "Just Do It". In 
fact I am surprised that 
we Jews haven't sued 
Nike for plagiarizing 
what is arguably one of 
the most important con-
cepts in Judaism. With-
out a doubt one of the 
most important aspects 
of Judaism is that we are 
a religion of ACTION. 
We place far more im-
portance on what people 
do and less on what they 
say they will do. We are 
far more impressed with 
a person's deeds than 
with their knowledge. 
 
This is clearly reflected 
in a number of Jewish 
sources. In Ethics of our 
Fathers we read the fol-
lowing, "Shamai would 
say, establish fixed 
times for the study of 
Torah, say little but do a 
lot" (Pirkei Avot 1:15). 
Shamai who was himself 
a very great scholar nev-
ertheless explains that 
deeds are far more im-
portant that words. 
 
In that same chapter we 
are also told, "Shimon 
would say all my days I 
associated with the wise 
men and I never found 
anything better for the 

spirit than silence, and it 
is not ones knowledge of 
books which is the es-
sence but their ac-
tions" (Pirkei Avot 1:17). 
In both of these state-
ments these great Rab-
bis exalt silence and 
make it clear that what 
are primary are one’s 
actions. 
 
More than any other 
place in the Torah I be-
lieve that this principle is 
set down in the strong-
est possible way in this 
week's Perasha entitled 
"Mishpatim". The portion 
begins first of all with the 
communication of the 
Torah's commandments. 
Beginning with the giving 
of the Ten Command-
ments that we read in 
last week's portion and 
this week's portion of 
"Mishpatim" the Torah 
turns from being a book 
of stories to a book of 
commandments. The 
word "Mishpatim" means 
laws or judgments. By 
beginning the communi-
cation of the Ten      
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commandments the mes-
sage we are being told is 
that Judaism is a religion 
of action. Feelings are 
great but they must be 
backed up by action and 
that is exactly what com-
mandments are all about. 
 
But the portion sets down 
this principle in an even 
stronger manner with two 
words, which have be-
come the cornerstone of 
Judaism. In chapter 24 
the Torah finds it neces-
sary to once again repeat 
the story of Revelation. 
During that repetition we 
are told the following, 
"And Moses came and 
he communicated to the 
nation all that G-d had 
spoken to him and all of 
the judgments. And all of 
the people answered 
with one voice and said 
all the words which the 
Lord has said we will 
do" (Shemot 24:3). This 
is quite a remarkable 
verse. We all know how 
argumentative Jews can 
be. Who amongst us 
doesn't know the old joke 
"two Jews three opin-
ions"? Yet about one 
thing the Torah tells us 
ALL of the people 
agreed. With one unified 
voice the entire nation 
without exception agrees 
"To Do". They agree that 
above all Judaism is a 
religion of "ACTION".  
 
A few verses later we 
read the following, "And 
he (Moses) took the 
Book of the Covenant 
and he read it into the 
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when he speaks to oth-
ers it is with arrogance 
and disdain? 
 
It seems to me that we 
have strayed greatly from 
this concept. More and 
more Jewish education 
has focused on knowl-
edge, and less, on ac-
tion. We have placed far 
more importance on intel-
lectual achievement than 
on how our children be-
have. We are impressed 
with the academic be-
cause he challenges our 
mind and excites our in-
tellect. But I say with hu-
mility, Judaism will die 
with academia. What we 
need is fewer smart peo-
ple and more good peo-
ple. This is the great 
message of "We will do". 
Just yesterday, I took a 
bus home from Jerusa-
lem's Old City. I sat in the 
back of the bus with a 
group of some ten quite 
religious looking teenag-
ers who had just finished 
school. I was taken 
aback by their behavior 
even after numerous at-
tempts at rebuke from 
the passengers. "What 
were they being taught in 
school" I thought to     
myself?  
 
There is a very well 
known statement of our 
Rabbis. The Talmud in 
the Tractate of Shabbat 
says the following, "Rava 
said...During the time 
when a person will stand 
in judgment (in the world 
to come) they will be 
asked... Did you estab-
lish set times for the 
study of Torah" (Talmud 

Shabbat 31a). Establish-
ing a set time of study, 
according to the great 
sage Rava, is so impor-
tant, that one who ne-
glects this duty will have 
to do a reckoning. 
 
But perhaps Rava should 
have added to his list of 
matters that we will have 
to reckon for when we as-
cend to heaven. I would 
like to think that we will 
also be asked, "Did you 
establish set times to per-
form acts of kindness? 
Did you establish set 
times to help the needy? 
Did you establish set 
times to work on your 
speech and how you treat 
others?" I would like to 
think that answers to 
these questions will be 
demanded of us as much 
as how much time we set 
aside to study. Don't for a 
moment get me wrong; I 
am all for study and I set 
aside a few good hours 
every day for the study of 
Torah. But study is not 
enough as our Rabbis 
state, "Great is study that 
brings with it ac-
tion" (Talmud Baba Kama 
17a and Kidushin 40b) 
  
 How interesting are the 
words of Rashi in his 
opening commentary to 
our Perasha. He ques-
tions why the establish-
ment of civil laws 
(Mishpatim) is juxtaposed 
with what we read at the 
end of last week’s portion 
about the building of the 
"Altar" in the Temple. 
Rashi explains that this 
teaches us that when the 
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ears of the (entire) nation, 
and they said all that G-d 
has spoken we will do and 
listen to (Na-aseh Ve-
nishma)" (Shemot 24:7). 
This is perhaps one of the 
most important and well 
known verses in the To-
rah. Many commentaries 
questioned how the desire 
to do can precede listen-
ing. Much has been writ-
ten of the meaning of 
"Nishma" to listen. Some 
explain the word to mean 
"understand", others ex-
plain it to mean "to ac-
cept" (Onkelos), while oth-
ers explain it to mean "we 
accept even that which 
has yet to be 
said" (Rashbam)". It is not 
my intention to delve into 
the semantics of the 
verse. What we see 
through this statement is 
that more than any other 
statement found in the 
Torah this statement 
makes one thing perfectly 
clear. More than anything 
Judaism is a religion of 
action. That's what in the 
end of the day it all boils 
down to.  
 
We may be the "People of 
the Book" but if we do not 
find ways to translate that 
book into very practical 
behaviors, then the book 
becomes meaningless. 
What good is a scholar 
who knows all the intrica-
cies of laws that pertain to 
charity yet when he 
passes a poor man in the 
street turns a blind eye? 
What good is the scholar 
who can quote from any 
passage and deliver the 
most profound lecture in 
Talmudic discourse, if 
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It is customary to light a me-
morial candle in the evening 
and donate tzedakah. Family 
members are encouraged to 
attend services in honor of 
their loved ones.  

�

Shabbat / 29 Shevat  
Rahma Duke bat Salha  

Khatoun 
Georgia Jiji 

Mordehai Hayim ben Moshe 
Sassoon 

  

Sunday / 30 Shevat  
Nagi ben Murad Avraham 
Shaul ben David Cohen 

Haim ben Yisrael 
  

Monday / 1 Adar  
Yosef ben Eliyahu 

  

Tuesday / 2 Adar  
Abraham ben Meneshe Aslan 

Aharon ben Yosef 
Yoseph Faraj ben Yoseph 

Haim 
  

Wednesday / 3 Adar  
Yoseph ben Abraham 

Farang Jahanbani 
Herschel Tzvi Sarne 

Abraham Shalom ben Shaul 
Sopher 

  

Thursday / 4 Adar  
Baacker ben Avaraham 

Simy bat Mesody  

 

Friday / 5 Adar  
Sami Dalal 

Leah bat Mozli 
  

Shabbat / 29 Shevat  
Mazeltov bat Sara 

 

Yahrzeit names with asterisks 
are missing contact informa-
tion for family members. To 
update our database, please 

call the office at 310.474.0559. 
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Have fun & give a few hours to bake 
treats for our beautiful Purim gift  
baskets. These baskets are delivered 
personally to appreciative members of 
our community. Donations in support 
of the Purim Baskets are greatly   
appreciated. Please send a check to: Kahal Joseph Con-
gregation, Purim Baskets,10505 Santa Monica Blvd., 
L.A., CA 90025.For information call the office at 
310.474.0559 or e-mail  ydabby@sbcglobal.net. 

Temple would be built, the place of the 
"Sanhedrin" (equivalent to the Supreme 
Court) would be facing the place of the 
"Altar" in the Temple. 
 
Why was it so important to have the place 
of the "Sanhedrin" looking out towards the 
"Altar"? What kind of a view is that? The 
"Altar" was a place of blood and gore, 
where animals were constantly being sac-
rificed. Why not give the judges a more 
serene view?  
 
Rabbi Dr Meir Grossman in a beautiful arti-
cle explains that this was in order to teach 
us that ritual can never supersede justice. 
By placing the seat of justice next to the 
place of ritual the Torah was placing our 
actions and the pursuit of just actions on 
par with the ritual aspects of Judaism. It 
wanted us to know that it is not enough to 
look and play the part of observant Jews. 
Along with the look and knowledge comes 
an expectation that holds us to the highest 
standards of behavior.  Shabbat Shalom 
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Getting Inside Each Child’s Soul 
A Mandate for a New Jewish Education 
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