H*
H*
+H*

The Road
to Heaven
Is Paved

with Good
Intentions

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch

This week we will read a
double portion entitled
"Vayakhel-Pekudeh".
The gist of both portions
is a repetition of the
building of the Mishkan.
The commentaries grap-
ple with this question:
Why does the Torah find
it necessary to repeat all
the technical details of
how the Mishkan was
built including all the ma-
terials and their meas-
urements? Today |
would like to focus on
the first portion entitled
"Vayakhel". A close
reading of the portion
will reveal some subtle
yet important differences
from the first account of
the Mishkan.

One of those differences
has to do with the cop-
per wash basin that was
used by the Kohanim to
wash their hands and
feet before beginning
their service in the Tem-
ple. When we are first
told about the wash ba-
sin the description is a
rather technical one. In
last week's portion of "Ki
Tissa" we read the fol-
lowing description, "And
you shall make a copper

wash basin and a I-

copper base to it...
and Aaron and his
sons shall wash
their hands and
feet from it.
(Shemot 30:18-19).

This same direc-
tive is repeated in
our portion albeit
with a subtle dif-
ference. Our
Perasha describes
the copper wash & S G
basin as follows, "And

he shall make the wash

basin from copper and

the base from copper $
from the mirrors of the

woman ( tzevaot) who
assembled at the en-

trance of the tent of

meeting" (Shemot 38:8).

Here the Torah not only

gives us technical infor-
mation, but also adds

the source of where the
copper came from.

A number of questions

come to mind. First of all

why does the Torah find #

it necessary to tell us

where the copper for the

wash basin came from? Iy
For no other object in 9

the "Mishkan" are we $%3 HHE
told the source of the
material that was used.
Secondly, mirrors are
objects of vanity. At the |
house of a mourner, mir- , '
rors are covered be- #
cause they represent " #
vanity. Why would such "H O #H#
vain objects be used for

such a holy purpose? In

fact according to the

commentaries (see
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Rashi on the verse) even
Moses questioned the
validity of using the
women's mirrors since
they were used to arouse
the evil inclination.
Thirdly, the ceremony of
the "Kohanim" washing
their hands and feet
would appear to be com-
pletely redundant. After
all the "Kohanim" were
obligated to fully immerse
in a "Mikvah" (ritual bath)
before they served in the
Temple. Why then did
they once again have to
wash their hands and
feet? Weren't they al-
ready in the necessary
state of purity for service
in the Temple?

I would like to answer
these questions with a
story.

One of the great Rab-
binic figures in Europe
was Rav Hayim of Voloz-
hin. He was the head of
the most illustrious Ye-
shiva of Europe the
"Volozhin Yeshiva". His
name and fame as an
outstanding Torah
scholar were known
throughout the Jewish
world. But as for all insti-
tutions, money had to be
raised to make sure the
school ran properly.
Rabbi Hayim himself
would visit the donors to
secure a donation from
them. As he got older he
decided to entrust that
job to the younger stu-
dents. To one of those
students he entrusted the
largest donor, a man who

every year gave 50,000
rubles. The student, real-
izing the importance of his
mission, went out and
bought a brand new ex-
pensive suit and a new
horse and carriage for the
occasion. But when he
visited the man he was
refused outright.

Rabbi Hayim decided to
pay a personal visit to the
donor. When he ques-
tioned the man as to why
he didn't give his usual
donation, the man an-
swered with the following
response, "Dear Rabbi
Hayim. When you col-
lected money from me |
knew exactly where the
money was going. | knew
that every ruble was being
used for the most impor-
tant functions of the Ye-
shiva like books, food for
the students, and all the
other important needs.
But when that student
came to collect | was not
sure where my money
would go. Would it be
used for the most impor-
tant needs, or would it be
used to buy another fine
suit or a beautiful horse
and carriage"?

Rabbi Hayim answered
the man in the following
way, "Your concern is a
valid one but you need not
worry and | will prove it to
you from the construction
of the Mishkan. We are
told that everyone do-
nated gold for the building
of the Mishkan. But how
was it determined which
gold would be used for the
holiest objects like the
Menorah and the Ark?

The answer is, it all de-
pended on the intentions
of the people who gave
the gold. If the donors
had noble intentions and
their motivation was
pure, then their gold was
used for the most impor-
tant objects of the Mish-
kan. The use was ac-
cording to the donor’s
intention. So too it will be
with your donation. While
it is true that the young
men come in suits and
fine carriages, you need
not worry. Both you and |
know just how pure your
intentions are and so the
money you give will find
its way to the most im-
portant functions of our
Yeshiva". With those
words the man gave
Rabbi Hayim his usual
50,000 rubbles.

It has been said that the
road to hell is paved with
good intentions. |
strongly believe that that
statement is anti-Jewish.
Our tradition places great
importance on our inten-
tions. There is no question
that we are also a people
of action, but actions all
start with intentions.

This is why the mirrors of
the women were so pre-
cious. Our Rabbis ex-
plain that in Egypt the
women used those mir-
rors to build the Jewish
nation. They explain that
the hard labor caused by
Egyptian slavery caused
the men to collapse in
exhaustion. They sepa-
rated from their wives
and as a result endan-
gered the very future of

the nation. The women
would go to the fields
where their husbands
were working and take
along with them the cop-
per mirrors. They would
look into them along with
their husbands and as a
result seduce their hus-
bands into matrital rela-
tions. The result was that
Jewish children were born
into the world.

It was those mirrors, ex-
plain our Rabbis, that
were most precious to G-
d. They may have been
used to arouse vanity. But
in this case the intentions
were so pure that even
vanity was used to do the
will of G-d.

Intentions have a way of
determining the sanctity or
vulgarity of our actions. If
two people give a poor
man in the street fifty dol-
lars, to the outside ob-
server both people com-
mitted the exact same act.
But if one person gave it
out of love and a true de-
sire to help the poor man
and the other person gave
it in order to shoo the
pesky beggar away then
here on earth we may
give the same credit to
each person. But in
heaven the man with good
intentions will receive a
greater reward.

The intentions of the
women were infused into
the copper and as a result
it was used for the wash
basin used by the Kohanim
to wash their hands and
feet before serving in the
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It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and donate
tzedakah. Family members are
encouraged to attend services in
honor of their loved ones.

Shabbat / 27 Adar
Kitty Bar
Eliyahu Hayim ben Meir Yehuda
Nisim ben Jacob
Shaul ben Hacham Moshe Yakob

Sunday / 28 Adar

Moshe Haim Navid

Tefaha bat Salima
Rahmatollah Rahamim

Monday / 29 Adar
Lulu bat Matooka
Tefara bat Ezra

Tuesday / 1 Nisan
Sadik Salah ben Ezra Zakoo
Halevi

Wednesday / 2 Nisan
Aharon Yosef Eliyahu ben
Amouna
Sara bat Khatoon

Thursday / 3 Nisan
Hllwa Farha bat Tiffahah Ezair
Naim ben Sasson

Shabbat / 5 Nisan
Moshe ben Shemuel Somekh

Yahrzeit names with asterisks
are missing information for family
members. To update, please call

the office at 310.474.0559.
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Is sponsored
in honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of
Michael Moshe Doron

by
Sima & Gadi Doron

is sponsored
in memory of

Albert Partiyeli, z"|

by Parham Partiyel
and Family

>

Michael Moshe Doron
on your Bar Mitzvah

Congratulations
to your parents
Sima & Gadi Doron

and grandparents
Bertine Simon &
Kochava Doron

and welcome
to Uncle Ehud Shimon
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Temple. Rabbi Nevenzal (Chief Rabbi of the Old 2 7
City in Jerusalem) explains that it was for this rea- )
son that in addition to immersing in a "Mikvah", the / i "

Kohanim were also obligated to wash their hands /4(& . 79$/ 0/0(. 2* 0/0&
and feet from the copper wash basin. The immer-
sion in the "Mikvah", he explains, only removed O :%" @

impurity from the Kohanim. But then the Kohanim
had to also add holiness.

From where did that holiness come from? Rabbi
Nevenzal explains that the wash basin absorbed %
the holy intentions of the women and then every
time a Kohen would wash his hands and feet he
would draw onto himself the holiness of all those
women. Only then was he ready to serve in the
Temple.

The message is a very powerful one. We build our
personal worlds and by extension the entire world
through our intentions. They affect everything
around us. When a husband and wife fight, the
walls of their homes absorb their ill feelings and
foul language. The same is true when there is har-
mony in their home.

Our Perasha teaches us the importance of good

intentions. In fact | would go as far as to say that L v
we Jews believe that the road to heaven is paved 0 o
with good intentions. $ N & (
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Parashat HaChodesh

From the Orthodox Union

"This month shall be for you the beginning of the m onths, it shall be f
or you the first of the months of the year." (Shemo  t12:2)

On the Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh Nissan, or on Rosh Chodesh if it falls on the Shabbat,
two Torah Scrolls are removed from the Ark. From the first, the Sidrah of the week is read,
and from the second, the Maftir, in this case, the passage giving the commandments associ-
ated with the very first Rosh Chodesh Nissan in Egypt, is read.

The first day of Nissan was and always remains a historic day for the Jewish nation. It was the
day when the people received their first commandment as a nation: Sanctify the New Moon.

This ritual has a profound spiritual and historic significance. It is noteworthy that it was one of
three commandments that the Syrian Greeks, in the time before the Chanukah miracle, at-
tempted to nullify by force. The other two were the Observance of Shabbat and Circumcision.
Clearly, therefore, Israel's enemies understood that the sanctification of the New Moon was
basic to the existence of Israel as a nation of Torah.

Commentators explain that, by virtue of this Commandment, G-d gave the Jewish people
mastery over time. From that moment onward, the calendar with its cycle of festivals could
exist only when the Sages of Israel declared the New Month. This signifies more than control
over the reckoning of time, the dating of legal documents, and all the banalities to which man
is subject in his everyday life. It represents the potential for renewal.

The Jewish people is symbolized by the moon because, although the moon wanes, it waxes
as well. It stands for hope, for the confidence that there is a future as well as a past. This vi-
brancy assures that any conquest of the Jewish people can never be more than temporary.

Israel may seem to disappear from the panorama of history - but so does the moon.

The moon returns - and Israel, by means of the power vested in it by the Torah, sanctifies the
New Month. So, too, the nation constantly renews its vigor, constantly defies the laws of his-
tory that insist it should have long since become extinct, constantly demonstrates its ability to
make itself the vehicle for the prophecies of redemption and a greater spiritual world.
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Kahal Joseph Congregation

10505 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025
310.474.0559 phone 310.441.4059 fax

Selling of Hametz
Mekhirat Hametz Form

We must receive this form by fax or mail
on or before Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 7 pm.

Know all by these present That | , do
hereby authorize Rabbi Hagay Batzri, at Kahal Joseph Congregation,
10505 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90025, to sell, transfer
and assign all Hametz of whatever kind and nature, of which | am
possessed and seized, or in which | may have an interest,
wheresoever situated, in my residence at
my place of business, or any
other place, without reservation and limitation. In witness whereof |
have hereunto set my hand and seal this date
, 2010.

Signature Date
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Pick your own fruits & vegetables
Visit the animal center  Take a farm tour
Bring your own kosher picnic for Pesah



