Bitter
Sweet

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
SEC Jerusalem

This year's prize for the
best question at our
Pesah "Seder" goes to
my oldest son Chananel.
His question had to do
with the "Haroset". For
most people dipping into
the "Haroset" is a high-
light of the "Seder".
Recipes abound regard-
ing "Haroset". There are
those who make it with a
mixture of sweet fruits
and wine, while others
use date syrup and
crushed walnuts. It is the
candy of the "Seder".

Yet when we stop and
think of why we dip into
the "Haroset" its sweet-
ness makes little sense.
The pasty "Haroset" is
supposed to be are-
minder of the bricks that
the Jewish people were
forced to make in Egypt.
It represents what is per-
haps the lowest point in
the slave labor of Egypt.

After Moses is chosen
by G-d to deliver the na-
tion from Egypt, he pays
Pharaoh his first visit. In
that visit he demands
that Pharaoh let the peo-
ple go. The results of
that first meeting spell
disaster for the Jewish
nation. Pharaoh re-
sponds with the follow-
ing words, "The King of
Egypt said to them,
Moses and Aharon why

do you disturb the peo-
ple from their work? Go
to your own burdens...
On that day Pharaoh
ordered the taskmasters
who were in charge of
the people and said (to
them) you shall no
longer give straw to the
people to manufacture
the bricks as they did
yesterday. Let them go
and gather the straw. As
for the quota of bricks
that they made yester-
day and the day before
you shall impose the
same quota, do not re-
duce it for they are

lazy" (Shemot 5:6-8).

This is without a doubt
the lowest point in the
slavery of the Jewish
people. In fact when the
Jewish foreman meet
Moses and Aharon this
is what they have to say
to them, "May Hashem
look upon you and judge
for you have made our
very scent abhorrent in

the eyes of Pharaoh and
in the eyes of his ser-
vants to place a sword in
their hands to murder
us" (Shemot 5:21). The
response of the people is
harsh. Who could blame
them? To have to pro-
duce their own bricks
was equivalent to digging
their own graves.

It is those bricks that we
remember when we mix
the "Haroset". Its pasty
texture is supposed to
remind us of the bitter
slave labor of our people
in Egypt and more spe-
cifically of the bricks they
had to produce with
blood sweat and tears.
So my son Chananel had
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a great question. Should-
n't the "Haroset" be bit-
ter? Why in the world
would we make some-
thing so sweet and deli-
cious to remind us of a
decree that was so bitter
against our people?

The answer | gave my
son gets to the crux of
the Egyptian experience.
In life bitter experiences
often yield sweet mes-
sages. The Egyptian ex-
perience is no different.
The Torah over and over
again reminds us to be
compassionate towards
the downtrodden. In the
Book of Exodus shortly
after the Jewish nation
leaves Egypt we read the
following, “You shall not
taunt or oppress the
stranger for you were
also strangers in the land
of Egypt. You shall not
cause pain to the widow
or orphan”

(Shmot 22:20-21).

This reminder is repeated
four times in the Torah.
Each time we are re-
minded to treat the down-
trodden with kindness
and each time the reason
that is given is because
we were slaves in Egypt.
As bitter as that experi-
ence was it somehow
formed us into a more
compassionate and
kinder people. The slave
experience of Egypt
would be etched forever
into the psyche of our
people making sure that
we would never become
the oppressors. It would

become the building
blocks for Jews champi-
oning the many causes of
the needy. It is no secret
that throughout history
Jews have always been at
the forefront of social
causes. The bitterness of
Egypt laid foundation
bricks for who we are.

This idea is echoed in a
very interesting verse re-
garding the Egyptian ex-
perience. In Devarim we
are told the following,
Hashem has taken you
and he removed you from
the fiery furnace of Egypt
to be his inherited nation
(Devarim 4:20). Why is
Egypt compared to a fiery
furnace? What is the sig-
nificance of G-d taking the
nation out of that furnace?
Rashi offers the fol-
lowngexplanation, "The
fiery furnace is a tool that
purifies gold" (Rashi
Devarim 4:20).

Gold in its raw state is
filled with impurities. To
produce pure gold it must
be placed into a furnace
where all of those impuri-
ties are removed. So too,
explains Rashi, was it for
the Jewish people. Egypt
was like a fiery furnace. It
was a dark place filled
with suffering and oppres-
sion. But it also helped
purify the Jewish people.
It helped form their
national consciousness
and turn them into a more
holy and compassionate
people.

As Jews we must always
remember this message.
Hardship is not fun but it

can yield positive results.
Jewish history is filled
with times of suffering
and oppression. But all
those experiences have
molded us as a nation. In
bitterness there is also
sweetness. We are better
people, holier people,
and a more G-dly people
because of what we have
been through.

It is this bitter sweet mes-
sage that is symbolized
by the "Haroset". It re-
minds us that from even
the most bitter experi-
ences often times the
sweetest things can
emerge.

We wish you and your
family a continued

Hag Kasher v'Sameah

Happy Passover
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It is customary to light a memo-

rial candle in the evening and

donate tzedakah. Family mem-

bers are encouraged to attend
services in honor of their loved
ones.

Monday / 21 Nisan
Ester bat Batia
Hanini Horesh Suleiman

Tuesday / 22 Nisan
Eliyahu ben Ezra Avraham
Hayim*

Yahrzeit names with
asterisks are missing
information for family
members. To update,
please call the office at
310.474.0559.
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IS sponsored
by Joseph Tizabi
and Family

in memory of his father

Yehezkel ben Avraham
Tizabi, z”l
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and
Happy 95th Birthday
o
Hilda Sassoon

Wishing her good health
and happiness
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