Building
Israel's
Independence

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch

In a few days we will
celebrate Yom Haats-
mault, Israel's 62nd Inde-
pendence Day. Today |
would like to share some
thoughts of what the
State of Israel means to
me. | have always been
intrigued by its timing in
the Jewish calendar.
Yom Haatsmaut is cele-
brated on the fifth day of
the month of lyar. It,
alongside with Yom
Hashoah, Holocaust Me-
morial Day, and Yom
Yerushalayim, The Lib-
eration of Jerusalem in
1967, always come out
between the festivals of
Passover and Shavuot.
Is this mere coinci-
dence? Is there any sig-
nificance to Yom Haats-
maut coming out during
this time of the year?
Why is it celebrated a
short week after we
commemorate those
who perished in the
holocaust?

There is a story told
about one of the last
Passover's in the War-
saw Ghetto. The name
of the author of the story
escapes me. He was a
Rabbi living in the
Ghetto when he was ap-
proached by a few Jews
with a request to bake
"Matzot" for the upcom-
ing festival. But how

does one find Passover
flour in the Ghetto, let
alone a secluded place
to bake the "Matzot"?
How does one scrounge
up enough money to pay
for the flour? The Rabbi
made a few inquiries
and found a source to
buy some flour. He had
a few gold teeth and ex-
tracted them in order to
pay for the flour. A se-
cret place was found to
bake the "Matzot" and
on the eve of Passover
the Rabbi along with a
few holy Jews began to
bake the "Matzot". But
their whereabouts was
discovered by a German
soldier. He barged into
the room as the dough
was being kneaded and
opened fire. After firing a
number of shots he fled
to alert other soldiers. A
few of the Jews lay dead
on the ground. The oth-
ers fled to a safer loca-
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tion and with determina-
tion formed the dough
into "Matzot" and baked
them. But these were no
ordinary "Matzot". Drops
of blood from the wounded
and dead trickled into the
dough. Those who ate
them knew that others
had given their lives so
that they could celebrate
the festival of Passover.
As they recited the
"Hagadah" they could not
help but weep as they
read the words in the
"Hagadah" that read, "In
your blood do we live, in
your blood do we live".

The story has a very
powerful message for us.
| wonder what was going
through those few survi-
vors' minds during those
chaotic moments? They
had but a few minutes to
relocate and bake those
"Matzot" (less than 18
minutes) before they
would become leaven.
Why not just throw the
dough out and find a safe
place? Why risk their
lives for a few "Matzot?
From where did they find
the strength and courage
to bake those "Matzot" let
alone celebrate the Seder?

Dear friends those survi-
vors are what Judaism is
all about. They are our
builders and it is because
of them and others like
them that our people
have survived. With
blood soaked into the
dough they had one thing
in mind, not their safety
but the future. They were

intent on baking the
"Matzot", on taking the
raw dough and turning it
into "Matzot". They were
sending a message to
every Jew that we must
always look to the future
and build.

The State of Israel is just
that. It is the single great-
est statement of the Jew-
ish people to the world
that not only will we never
give up, but we will build
our future.

There is a very interesting
custom regarding the
reading of the Torah on
Shabbat. Besides reading
from the Torah during the
Shabbat morning ser-
vices, the Torah is also
read on Shabbat after-
noon at the "Minha" ser-
vice. The reason for the
custom was because
there were individuals
who were not able to at-
tend services in the morn-
ing and so an additional
reading was instituted to
make up for the morning
reading. The problem with
the custom is that the por-
tion read in the afternoon
is the first "Aliyah" from
the following week's read-
ing! If the reason for the
custom in the first place
was to allow those who
missed the morning read-
ing to make up what they
missed, then wouldn't it
have made more sense
that the afternoon reading
be a repetition of the
morning reading? Rabbi
Nevenzal, of Jerusalem's
Old City, explains that the
reason we read next
week's portion is because

Jews must always look to
the future. True a person
may have missed the
morning reading, but
what's done is done and
now it is time to start
thinking about next
week's portion. In a very
subtle way the custom
teaches us to always
look to the future.

Three years after the
devastation of the holo-
caust we returned to our
biblical land that was
promised to our forefa-
thers. We turned the
swamps into cities and
from the ashes of the
holocaust continued to
build our land. My father
visited this land from Mo-
rocco in 1953. He was a
young teacher who had
come on an educational
trip to learn in the Holy
Land. He once described
to me what it was like in
Israel in 1953. Food was
rationed, people lived in
tents, and the country
was made up of refu-
gees. Today it is thriving
and one of the most ad-
vanced countries in the
world. With every pass-
ing year our country
grows. We are sur-
rounded by enemies who
would like nothing more
than to recreate the holo-
caust. They live in a cul-
ture of destruction. We
live in a culture of rebirth
and rebuilding.

The positioning of "Yom
Haatsmaut" between the
festivals of Passover and
Shavuo tis very signifi-
cant. These two holidays
are connected by the

counting of the 49 days of
the "Omer". Beginning
with the second day of
Passover we count each
day until the festival of
Shavuot. The "Sefer
Hahinukh" explains that
the reason for the count-
ing is to show our great
desire and anticipation for
the festival of Shavuot
that commemorates the
giving of the Torah at Si-
nai. It is much like count-
ing the days before a
wedding or a family trip.
The problem with his ex-
planation is that the man-
ner in which we count is in
ascending order. We be-
gin with day one and
count up until we reach
the forty ninth day. If the
count was in anticipation
of Shavuot wouldn't it
have made more sense to
begin with the number
forty nine and then count
down? In this way we
would know how many
days are left until Sha-
vuot. To sharpen the
question let me offer an
analogy. When a person
is counting in great antici-
pation to a vacation they
count how many days are
left before they board the
flight. No one in their right
mind would count how
many days have passed
since they purchased their
ticket. Yet that is precisely
what we do when we
count the "Omer". We do
not count how many days
are left until Shavuot, but
how many days have
passed since Passover.
What is the meaning of
counting in this way?
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It is customary to light a memorial
candle in the evening and to do-
nate tzedakah. Family members
are encouraged to attend prayer
services in honor of loved ones.

Shabbat / 3 lyar
Hanina bat Chahla
Sasson ben Binyamin Gemal

Sunday / 4 lyar
Joshua ben Yehezikel

Monday / 5 lyar
Shimon ben Faraj
Aziza bat Nouna

Tuesday / 6 lyar
Jane Ester Feldman*
Tifaha bat Mazal

Wednesday / 7 lyar
Ezra ben Yaacov Baruch
Aharon Sasson ben Avraham
Haim
Eliyahu ben Ezra Kadoori Halevi
Rachel bat Mazal Tov

Thursday / 8 lyar
Toba bat Aziza
Salim Ezra A. Haim*

Friday / 9 lyar
Menashi Jiji
Moshi Haim ben Yehoshua Moche
Simcha bat Hanna

Shabbat / 10 lyar
RAhmabh bat Lulu Khatoon
Abraham Amir Saed Zoghee

Names with asterisks are miss-
ing family members’ information.
To update, call 310.474.0559.
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IS sponsored by
Bracha & Daniel Shaye

in honor of the birth of
their grandson

Farangis & Pejman
Ebrahimi
on the birth of a son

Mazal Tov
To the grandparents
Bracha & Daniel Shaye
Mehry & Yahyh Ebrahimi
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IS sponsored
in memory of
Nejat Joshua Farahi, z”l

by
Cici & David Hallegua

to David Davoudian
and his family

on the loss of his
beloved brother
in Israel
this past week
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The answer is that we are not just keeping track of
the dates. Our Rabbis point out that as we count to-
wards Shavuot we must prepare ourselves. To be
worthy of receiving the Torah we must every day im-
prove our character traits. Every day must mark and
improvement over the previous day. This is the
meaning of counting up. We begin at one not only in
the calendar but in terms of our development. On
every subsequent day we must improve. During the
forty nine days of the "Omer" count we are building
ourselves. Let me suggest that it is for this reason
that "Yom Haatsmaut" comes out during the days of
the "Omer". They are days of building. The State of
Israel is our building. We have counted sixty two
years and with every year we have built more and
more. Like a Jew must grow during every day of the
"Omer" so too has the State of Israel grown every
year since its inception. Today there are those who
want us to stop building or to freeze building, but
that, dear friends is something that Jews do not know
how to do, because we are a nation of builders.
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Director of the Center for the Study of Law & Genocide at Loyola
University, Stan Goldman is a former public defender who teaches
Evidence and Criminal Law, among other subjects, at Loyola Law
School, Los Angeles.

Stan Goldman has covered some of the biggest trials of the modern
era as a legal analyst and commentator.

From October 1996 to November 2006, he was the Legal Editor and
a correspondent for the Fox News Channel. From 1994 to 1996, he
wrote a weekly column for the New York Daily News. He was also
special correspondent for CBS's Day and Date from September
1995 through October 1996. From August 1994 to October 1995, he
appeared three hours daily, five days a week on CBS National Net-
work Radio as an anchor and news consultant.

In addition, Goldman was a legal analyst for King World Productions,
CNN and America's Talking (predecessor to MSNBC). He hosted
several hour-long programs on CNBC and appearing as a guest on
CNBC more than 250 times as a legal analyst and over two dozen
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