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A Nation 
Alone 
Rabbi Benarroch 
It is a people that shall 
dwell alone, and shall 
not be reckoned among 
the nations.  
Bamidbar 23:9 

Little did we know that 
the words of Bilaam the 
prophet would resonate 
with the return of the 
Jewish people to their 
homeland in 1948. We 
thought that the estab-
lishment of the State of 
Israel would once and 
for all allow us to be-
come members of the 
world community. But 
little did we know that 
just the opposite would 
be true. The events of 
this past week with the 
flotilla in Gaza have 
shown just how true the 
words of Bilaam are. We 
see just how isolated we 
are, a nation that "dwells 
alone".  
  
The events of the past 
week take added signifi-
cance when we consider 
the weekly Torah portion 
of "Shelah". The 
Perasha revolves 
around the story of the 
twelve scouts that 
Moses sent to scout the 
land of Israel. The re-
sults were disastrous for 
the Jewish nation. Ten 
of the scouts returned 
with a negative report 
causing the Jewish na-
tion to wander the wil-
derness for forty years. 
But as much as the story 

is about the negative 
report of the ten scouts, 
it is about the courage 
of the remaining two 
scouts, Joshua and 
Caleb. They stood up 
and confronted an entire 
nation for what they 
knew was true and what 
was ultimately in the 
best interests of the 
Jewish nation.  
  
The courage of Caleb 
and Joshua occupied a 
significant place in the 
life of Rabbi Abraham 
Isaac Hacohen Kook the 
first Ashkenazi chief 
Rabbi of Israel. In the 
year 1929 the Arabs of 
Hebron rioted against 
the small Jewish com-
munity of the city. The 
Arab mobs left destruc-
tion in their wake and by 
the time the riots had 
ended 69 Jews were 
dead. Worse than the 
Arab rioters was the re-
action of the British gov-
ernment who were in 
control of Palestine at 
that time. They did little 



to stop the Arab rioters 
allowing them to carry out 
their crimes unhindered. 
  
This story had a very 
deep impact of Rav 
Kook. In a biography 
about his life Rabbi 
Simha Raz relates the 
following episode that 
took place after the Heb-
ron riots, "During a re-
ception held by the Brit-
ish Mandate for promi-
nent members of the 
Jewish community, Sir 
Charles Luk (the secre-
tary of the British man-
date responsible for the 
British policy in Israel) 
extended his hand to the 
Rabbi (Kook) in greeting. 
But the Rabbi refused to 
shake his hand and said 
to him in a strong voice 'I 
will not shake a hand that 
is stained with the blood 
of Jews". At that meeting 
Luk called out to the 
Rabbi 'You Jews should 
defend yourselves but 
how dare you attack". 
The Rabbi answered 'you 
who have transgressed 
Thou shall not murder 
have no right to give us 
lessons in morality. It is 
written one who arises to 
kill you, it is your right to 
kill them'. This coura-
geous stand (of Rav 
Kook) made a great im-
pression on the Jewish 
world and the writer 
Avigdor Hameiri wrote 
with emotion, 'had it not 
been for one lone and 
unique man who stood 
for our human and na-
tional honor, that honor 
would be gone".  
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Moses swore to me, 'the 
land on which your feet 
have walked will be your 
inheritance and that of 
your children forever, be-
cause you have followed 
the Lord my God whole-
heartedly. "Now then, 
just as the Lord prom-
ised, he has kept me 
alive for forty-five years 
since the time he said 
this to Moses, while Is-
rael moved about in the 
desert. So here I am to-
day, eighty-five years old! 
I am still as strong today 
as the day Moses sent 
me out; I am just as vig-
orous to go out to battle 
now as I was then. Now 
give me this hill country 
that the Lord promised 
me that day. You yourself 
heard then that the 
Anakites were there and 
their cities were large and 
fortified, but, the Lord 
helping me, I will drive 
them out just as he 
said" (Josh 14:6-12) 
  
In this moving episode 
Caleb puts his money 
where his mouth is. He 
asks Joshua to allow him 
to conquer the "Hill coun-
try". More importantly he 
has no fear even though 
he is now eighty-five 
years old and the cities 
are fortified and strong. 
He is driven by G-d's 
promise and his words 
"Let us go up at once 
and posses it for we will 
surely be able to suc-
ceed" that he uttered 
forty-five years earlier. 
 Where were those hills 
that he so wanted to pos-
ses? The verse contin-
ues, "Then Joshua 

blessed Caleb son of Ye-
funeh and gave him Heb-
ron as his inheritance. So 
Hebron has belonged to 
Caleb son of Yefuneh the 
Kenizzite ever since, be-
cause he followed the 
Lord, the God of Israel, 
wholeheartedly. (Joshua 
14:13) 
  
It is in Hebron and from 
Caleb that Rabbi Kook 
drew his strength. It was 
the strength of a Jew who 
trusted in G-d and was 
proud of his nation. It was 
the strength of a Jew who 
loved the Jewish people 
and the Land of Israel. It 
is the strength that we 
must all emulate.  
  
Dear friends if there was 
ever a time for each and 
every one of us to find the 
inner strength of Caleb 
and of Rav Kook it is now. 
With much of the world 
against us this is the time 
to show our love and soli-
darity for Israel and for our 
soldiers. I am saddened to 
see thousands of our ene-
mies demonstrating at Is-
raeli Embassies around 
the world and the Jewish 
counter demonstration is 
but a handful of people. 
Jews where are you? Why 
are you not taking to the 
streets in the tens of thou-
sands to show your sup-
port for Israel and its sol-
diers? Find the courage of 
Caleb, let us tell the world 
as Caleb told the nation 
"The land is exceedingly 
good"  (Bamidbar 13). Let 
the world know that we 
love Israel, and that we 
stand behind our soldiers.   

 From where did Rabbi 
Kook draw his courage? I 
believe our Torah portion, 
and the actions of Caleb, 
hold the answer to that 
question. As the scouts, 
with the nation behind 
them, uttered the following 
words, We cannot go to 
the land to conquer it for 
the people there are 
mightier than us. Caleb 
stood up and proclaimed, 
Let us go up at once and 
posses it for we will surely 
be able to succeed 
(Bamidbar 13:21, 30). 
Caleb courageously stood 
up not only against the ten 
scouts, but against the 
entire nation.  
  
That courage would resur-
face forty-five years later 
when the Jewish people 
led by Joshua would enter 
the land. The two brave 
Jews who stood alone 
forty five years earlier in 
the episode of the scouts 
shared the following con-
versation, "Now the men 
of Judah approached 
Joshua at Gilgal, and 
Caleb son of Yefuneh the 
Kenizzite said to him, 
"You know what the Lord 
said to Moses the man of 
God at Kadesh Barnea 
about you and me. I was 
forty years old when 
Moses the servant of the 
Lord sent me from 
Kadesh Barnea to scout 
the land. And I brought 
him back a report accord-
ing to my convictions, but 
my brothers who went up 
with me made the hearts 
of the people melt with 
fear. I, however, followed 
the Lord my God whole-
heartedly. So on that day 
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It is customary to light a memo-
rial candle in the evening and 
to donate tzedakah. Family 
members are encouraged to 
attend prayer services in honor 
of loved ones.  

 

Shabbat / 23 Sivan  
Lulu bat Toba 

Salim ben Ezra Kamara� 
 

Sunday / 24 Sivan  
Sara bat David* 

Yosef ben Meir Hakimpour* 
Esther bat Chana*� 

 

Tuesday / 26 Sivan  
Daniel ben Shimon Rojhani 

Khadoory Hai ben Ezra� 
 

Wednesday / 27 Sivan  
Abdallah Faraj Yoseph ben 

Isaac Yoseph 
Maurice Moshe ben  
Avraham Mathalon� 

 

Thursday / 28 Sivan  
Aziz ben Daniel Pourati� 

 

Friday / 29 Sivan  
Ezra ben Yaacov Jonah* 
Abraham ben Yehezkel 

Mashaal*  
 

Shabbat / 30 Sivan  
Ester bat Sofi 

 

Names with asterisks are 
missing family members’ in-
formation. To update, please 
call the office at 310.474.0559. 
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is sponsored by 
The Mathalon Family 

�

in memory of 
Maurice Mathalon, z’’l 
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is sponsored in memory of 
Daniel ben Shimon  

Rojhani, z''l 
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by 
The Rojhani Family  
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Imbar Sagi Leibowitz and 
Stuart Leibowitz 

 
on the birth of your daughter 

 
Congratulations 

to the grandparents and 
families  
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